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CASSIA UNIFLORA MILL. (CAESALPINIACEAE)—A NEW RECORD FOR INDIA 


During the year 1979, an interesting spe¬ 
cies of Cassia L. growing as a weed in Pune 
(Maharashtra) was collected by Mr. P. A. 
Gurav, a student of Dr. Birardar, University 
of Pune and sent to Few for identification. 
This was determined as C. uniflora Mill., 
a New World species and communicated to 
him as a new record from India. This spe¬ 
cies is common in Jamaica, Bahamas, Cuba, 
El Salvador, Venezuela and tropical Ame¬ 
rica in general, but not known to occur m 
Asia. From the recent enquiries received 
at Kew, it is apparent that the species is 
slowly spreading in peninsular India as well. 
To facilitate identification, a brief descrip¬ 
tion is given below giving full citations and 
synonyms. 

Cassia uniflora Mill. Gard. Diet. ed. 8. 1768 
(non Spreng. 1820). C. sericea Swartz, 
Prodr. 66. 1788 et FI. Ind. Occ. 724. 1788. 
C. sensitiva Jacq. Coll. 2: 362. 1788 et Ic. 
PI. Rar. 3: t. 459. 1791. Sericeocassis uni¬ 
flora (Mill.) Britton in N. Amer. FI. 23 
(4): 246. 1930. 

Holotype : Campechy (West Indies), 

Houstoun in 1730 (BM). 

Annual woody at base, 15-120 cm tall; 
stem angled, twigs, leaves and inflorescence 
a ppressed villous with brownish or yellow 
silky hairs. Stipules linear, bristle like, 6- 
IO mm long, persistent. Leaves 6-12 cm 
l°ng, pinnate; leaflets 3-4 (5) pairs, topmost 
largest; glands slender, stalked, a-vl-shaped 


occurring between the lowest or all pairs of 
leaflets; petiolules 0.5-2 mm long; lamina 
chartaceous, oblong, obovate or elliptic, 2.5- 
4.5 xi.2-2.3 cm, sparsely hairy or glabrate 
above, appressed silky brown pubescent be¬ 
low, apex acute and mucronate, rounded or 
narrow at base, margins pubescent. Inflor¬ 
escence few flowered short axillary raceme, 
peduncles as long as petioles. Flowers yel¬ 
low, subsessile, small. Sepals 5, nearly orbi¬ 
cular, 4-6 mm long. Petals 5, obovate, pro¬ 
minently veined, 6-10x4-6 mm. Stamens 
10, of which 7 are fertile, and 3 as stami- 
nodes; filaments 1-1.5 mm long; anthers 
basifixed opening by terminal pores. Ovary 
silky pubescent. Pod linear, brown, 3-6 
p:ds crowded on a short stalk, 2.8-4-5 cm 
x 3-3.5 mm, reddish brown or yellow pubes¬ 
cent, 6-10 septate and transversely dehiscent; 
seeds 6-10, brown, glabrous, 2-5*3-5 x 1.5-2.5 
mm more or less rectangular or truncate. 

Weed of wastelands; flowering and fruit¬ 
ing during post monsoon; infrequent. 

Pune, Gurav s. n. (CAL). 
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